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or drivers of mules, by which the treasure is carried, were
to set forth. The messenger was so well qualified for his
undertaking, and so industrious in the prosecution of it,
that he soon returned, with an account that the treasurer
of Lima, intending to return to Europe, would pass that
night, with eight mules laden with gold, and one with
jewels.

Having received this information, they immediately
marched towards Venta Cruz, the first town on the way
to Nombre de Dios; sending, for security, two Symerons
before, who, as they went, perceived, by the scent of a
match, that some Spaniard was before them, and, going
silently forward, surprised a soldier asleep upon the
ground. They immediately bound him, and brought him
to Drake, who, upon inquiry, found that their spy had not
deceived them in his intelligence. The soldier, having in-
formed himself of the captain's name, conceived such a
confidence in his well known clemency, that, after having
made an ample discovery of the treasure that was now at
hand, he petitioned not only that he would command the
Symerons to spare his life, but that, when the treasure
should fall into his hands, he would allow him as much as
might maintain him and his mistress, since they were about
to gain more than their whole company could carry.

Drake then ordered his men to lie down in the long
grass, about fifty paces from the road, half on one side,
with himself, and half on the other, with Oxenham and
the captain of the Symerons, so much behind, that one
company might seize the foremost recoe, and the other
the hindermost; for the mules of these recoes, or drivers,
being tied together, travel on a line, and are all guided by
leading the first.

When they had lain about an hour in this place, they
began to hear the bells of the mules on each hand; upon
which orders were given, that the drove which came
from Venta Cruz should pass unmolested, because they
carried nothing of great value, and those only be inter-
cepted which were travelling thither; and that none of